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FOCUS ON ARTHRITIS MANAGEMENT FOCUS ON ARTHRITIS MANAGEMENT FOCUS ON ARTHRITIS MANAGEMENT FOCUS ON ARTHRITIS MANAGEMENT FOCUS ON ARTHRITIS MANAGEMENT 
........AN EXCITING NEW DAWN AN EXCITING NEW DAWN ....AN EXCITING NEW DAWN ....AN EXCITING NEW DAWN AN EXCITING NEW DAWN 
Our paradigm for managing chronic pain and degenerative joint disease is constantly evolving 
and we have two additional òstrings to our bowò for dogs.
As ever, weight management and gentle regular exercise are cornerstones of treatment, as is a 
deep warm bed. We have long recommended the use of chondroprotective nutraceuticals to try 
and improve joint and cartilage health.  The quality of these products is imperative and we would 
suggest a product called Mobilize which is available from reception. The excellent and innovative 
Hills j/d diets have taken treatment to a new level and we are getting fantastic results on our older 
cats with the new Feline j/d. 
The first new product is a long acting non steroidal anti inflammatory (NSAID) called Trocoxil. 
This protein bound NSAID only requires monthly dosing after an initial 14 day loading dose and 
a very comprehensive long term trial in Europe involving over 2,500 dogs with degenerative 
joint disease( arthritis) has demonstrated excellent efficacy and safety. This is a very exciting 
development in our efforts to control chronic pain in our canine patients and if you have a dog 
with arthritis or chronic pain please make an appointment to see one of our vets. Dogs starting 
on the drug will need initial blood work done and depending on other medical conditions Trocoxil 
will not necessarily be prescribed for all our patients. 
So what else is new and what would an old dog in Nelson have in common with Superman?
Well, remember how Christopher Reeve, the Superman of the 80ôs, fractured his neck in a horse 
riding accident? In the years after the accident before he died he invested a large part of his 
fortune and a tremendous amount of time and energy in stem cell therapy research.  While we are 
not yet curing cats & dogs with spinal injuries we do have a new emerging stem cell technology 
for treating arthritis in dogs. The procedure 
involves surgically harvesting fat from the 
arthritic dog, from which mesenchymal stem 
cells are then isolated and activated by a 
laboratory using a patented process. These 
cells are then injected back into the same 
patientôs arthritic joints. This cutting edge 
procedure will not be for everyone as it is 
relatively expensive, but it opens the door 
to biological treatment of difficult, intractable 
medical conditions and is as an alternative 
to a pharmacological approach with a drug 
such as Trocoxil. 
As ever it is not a case of ñone hat fits allò 
and the Victory Square Vet team take pride in 
our individual approach to each case where 
we work with the client and patient to come 
up with a pragmatic  and practical solution to 
each case ï quality of life is our by word 
ï remember ñwe careò.




